IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCES
This section helps to determine the types of historic and cultural resources that are
likely to be found within the River Road study area. These resources were identified
during the preparation of this document and through a University of Oregon student
reconnaissance survey in Spring 2005. A “resource type” is a broad group of related
historic buildings, structures and/or objects based on thematic association. The themes
are based on the categories discussed in the Historic Overview section, which includes
Agriculture, Residential, Commercial, Industry, and Government. The description of
resources is based on their historic function, as well as any physical or architectural
elements that are indicative of the resource type. All photos in this section were taken
by the authors in 2005 unless otherwise noted.

Previous Identification and Designation of Resources
Historic and cultural resources from the following areas, which have been surveyed
since 1980, are already included in the City’s inventory:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fairmount Neighborhood Survey, 1985-87
College Hill Survey, 1985-87 and 2003-04
South University Neighborhood Survey, 1985-87 and 2000
West University Neighborhood Survey, 1986-87
11th Avenue Survey, 1987
Ellis Lawrence Thematic Survey, 1989
Eugene Downtown Survey, 1991
Chase Gardens/Coburg Road Survey, 1991-92
Downtown Western Edge Survey, 1992
Masonic Cemetery Survey, 1994-95
Whiteaker Neighborhood Survey, 1993-96
Westside Neighborhood Survey, 1996-97
Jefferson Street Neighborhood Survey, 1997-98
River Road Survey, 2005

A number of Historic Context Statements have also been completed, including the
Willakenzie Area (1989), The Downtown Core Area (1991), the City of Eugene (1996),
and Eugene Modernism 1935-65 (2003). A number of individual buildings, including
ones on the University of Oregon campus, have been listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. In addition, Eugene boasts two historic districts: the Blair Boulevard
Historic Commercial Area and the residential East Skinner Butte Historic District. The
Amazon Family Housing Historic District is no longer exists.
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Distribution of Resources
The distribution of historic resources is the result of a combination of factors, such as
population growth, transportation routes, geography, and type of land use. Much of the
post-World War II residential growth was accommodated in Eugene’s outlying areas, in
particular, River Road. The farms, large parcels, and open spaces that once
characterized this area was, for the most part, converted into housing subdivisions.
Churches, schools, and a variety of commercial and strip mall development followed to
serve the new residents.

Types of Resources
Very few resources are left that were constructed before 1900 in the River Road area.
Post-World War II expansion has taken its toll on the farms that once populated this
area. Fortunately, there are a few resources left that pre-date 1900; however, the
character of the River Road area was forever altered with the demand for housing after
World War II. In the late 1940s and in the 1950s, construction boomed as the
population of Eugene doubled. The pace of new home construction could barely keep
up with the demand for housing. The influx of new residents initiated the development
of commercial activities. It also spurred the construction of new schools, churches, and
city parks.

Agricultural
This section describes resources associated with agricultural activities and is broken
down by time periods. Lou Ann Speulda’s Oregon’s Agricultural Development: A
Historic Context, 1811-1940, provides lists of agricultural themes, subthemes, and
resource types. These detailed subthemes are presented in Appendix A.
Pioneer Agriculture
The very first constructions for storage and shelter by settlers were simple, temporary
sheds. These were rapidly replaced or superceded by more durable log structures,
generally within a few months. These structures were considered semi-permanent, to
be replaced by something more formal and proper when time, finances, and the
available materials permitted. Residences typically consisted of hewn logs, raised to a
height of 1-1/2 stories, with one or two rooms per floor and a fireplace of stone or brick.
Farms required additional log barns, privies, wood sheds, and a variety of fenced
enclosures. The materials for the earliest structures would have been taken from the
claim site itself and become part of the process of clearing the land.1
Another residence would generally be constructed within five years. The later, more
formal, constructions would take advantage of newly established lumber mills and
imported goods that arrived via improved trade routes. The building style was generally
vernacular, occasionally enlivened by classical touches such as eave returns. Gothicinspired vernacular structures became popular at a slightly later date. A more
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permanent barn would often precede a formal residence. Constructed at a distance
from the eventual site of the house to minimize the risk of fire as well as to mitigate
odors, the first barns were rectangular structures with low-pitched roofs. The exterior
walls, sheathed in unpainted vertical boards generally featured, lean-tos on either side,
and no windows but several doors, at least one of which was large enough to
accommodate a wagon. These barns served multiple purposes, as shelter for livestock,
as storage for grains and hay, and as work space, especially the central drive, which
also functioned as a threshing area. The advent of new, horse-powered threshers
increased the number of buildings to include granaries, machine sheds, and specialized
stock shelters. 2

Industrialized Agriculture
Technological changes were most evident in barns. Between 1865 and 1890, the early
low-pitched variants were replaced with newer, taller examples that included rolling or
sliding doors, vent monitors, and hay forks. Residential structures also became more
sophisticated. Vernacular and Gothic farmhouses were superceded in popularity by the
influence of the Second Empire Baroque and Italianate Revival styles, expressions not
only of prosperity, but also of the improved technology available to produce quality
finishing materials. In some cases, barns took
on some of the sophistication of the newer
farmhouses with horizontal exterior drop siding,
windows, and even trim details at the eave.
However, in outbuildings generally, pragmatism
still ruled the day.3
The introduction of hops also resulted in the
addition of a new building type, the hop dryer.
Though their classic form is cubic, with a
hipped roof and prominent cupola, rectangular
examples with gabled roofs were also built.4

Thistledown Farms hop barn, typical of the hop
barns that once stood in the River Road area.
Photo provided by City of Eugene.

Commercial Agriculture
The period of Commercial Agriculture
starting in the 1890s had the most enduring
effect on the River Road area. The few
remaining agricultural resources in the area
are most likely to be associated with this
period, although remnants of earlier phases
may exist as well.
The addition of hay forks to barns made a
significant contribution to dairy farming by
allowing for more efficient storage of hay.
Hay lofts also opened up the ground floor of
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barns for livestock. Formerly open lean-tos were often enclosed to accommodate
herds. Early cow barns were generally long, low sheds, often with few or no window
openings. Dairy barns built after 1900 have several characteristic features. Barns
became larger and taller with a sheltered hay fork system in the gable-end. Gambrel
roof forms also became common. Lower floors were newly lit and ventilated by banks
of windows. Dairies also commonly included silos constructed of wood, not unlike a
huge barrel, or of hollow clay tiles. Another long, low structure for additional cows was
occasionally attached perpendicularly to the main barn. Windmills also began to appear
after the 1870s, supplying water to houses and livestock barns. With the introduction of
electricity in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, windmills were replaced by
small pump houses. Indoor plumbing and running water became possibilities in
farmhouses after 1900.5
Though the 1901 Johansen-Moody House is
chronologically part of the commercial
agriculture phase of River Road, its
Vernacular Gothic style hearkens back to
earlier architectural trends. The house also
includes detailing that is redolent of other
styles, including classically inspired
pedimented gables with pent roofs and
Queen Anne stick work at the peak of the
gables. Neils Johansen was one of
Danebo’s original Danish settlers and a
founding member of the Bethesda Lutheran
Johansen-Moody House (1901).
Church. Johansen acquired the land for his
house in 1901 from C.Q. and Mary
Cartwright. The 45-acre spread was originally part of Prior Blair’s Donation Land Claim.
Johansen built his residence himself, with the assistance of a hired hand. In addition to
the main house, the dairy and alfalfa farm included a small outbuilding and a large barn,
neither of which survived the passage of time. It is worth noting that although indoor
plumbing became available as early as 1900, it was not installed in the JohansenMoody House until the 1950s, when the west porch was enclosed to create a bathroom
and the original source of water, a hand pump on the north porch, was removed. When
Neils Johansen sold the house to Laura and
Arthur Moody, his stepdaughter and her
husband, in 1922, the property had already
been reduced to seven acres. A further
three acres were sold off in 1926. By the
time Laura Moody died in 1976, the land had
dwindled to its current 0.20 acres. In 2004,
the Johansen-Moody house was listed as a
City Historic Landmark.6
The much altered 1904 Shaffner House at
150 River Avenue has overall massing
similar to the Johansen-Moody house, but
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has a stronger emphasis on the Classical Revival style with its pronounced eave returns
and window hoods.
In the first decade of the twentieth century, American Foursquare type buildings became
popular. These were influenced by the Craftsman as well as by the emerging Prairie
style. At least two farmhouses in the River Road area were built in this idiom, the
Lombard-Potter and the Brunner House. The Lombard-Potter House represents an
early change in River Road’s economic dynamics. It was apparently built around 1909
for A.M. Gilbert, a local farmer. In 1912 it was sold to the Lombard family, thereby
shifting from farmhouse to upscale country residence. In 1997, the house was listed as
a City Historic Landmark.7
Newer farmsteads were smaller, as were the associated houses. These modern
structures were often built in the prevalent Bungalow aesthetic popular from the 1910s
though the 1930s.
The Elgaard House at 390 River Road is an
example of the Craftsman inspired Bungalow
as farmhouse. The structure became a City
Landmark in 2001 and represents a textbook
example of River Road history. Jens Elgaard
was born in Denmark in 1858 and arrived in
the United States in 1893. After stops in
Boston and Nebraska, he and his family
arrived in Eugene in 1902, as part of the first
wave of Danish settlers in Bethel-Danebo.
His first dairy farm was located near the
Elgaard House (c.1925).
present-day intersection of River Road,
Chambers Street and Roosevelt Boulevard. Elgaard sold this land to Southern Pacific
Railroad for construction of the Eugene division yard in 1925. He subsequently
purchased 25-acres from Arthur Moody and built the bungalow at 390 River Road,
along with a garage (extant) and a typical gambrel-roofed dairy barn and outbuilding
(both since demolished). Jens Elgaard’s dairy farm included about twenty cows and
remained in operation until his death in 1938. His two daughters, Elsie and Louise
continued to live in the bungalow until 1988, but sold off all but 0.44 acres of land
surrounding the house after their mother Ane’s death in 1939. The Elgaard House is
currently used as an insurance agency office, reflecting the shift of properties facing
River Road from residential to commercial and professional.8
The Jamieson House at 3650 River Road, slightly north of the study area in Santa
Clara, is another example of the Craftsman style bungalow as farmhouse. Samuel and
Sarah Jane Jamieson acquired 100 acres of the former Abraham Peck (Peek) Donation
Land Claim in 1902. The transaction also included: “one 3/4 Studebaker wagon – one
J.I. Case steel harrow – one bay mare named ‘Topsy’ – one Oliver Chilled plow – one
black and white cow.”9 Eugene city directories and tax records imply that the house
was built at a later date, sometime between 1910 and 1913. After Sarah Jamieson’s
death in 1944, the property was acquired by Gustave and Eleanor Devos, who began to
sell off the land in 5-acre plots along Irvington Drive. By the time the North Eugene
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Santa Clara American Legion Post No. 83 acquired the bungalow in 1977, the land
associated with it had shrunk to 2.75 acres. The building was listed as a City Historic
Landmark in 2000.10

Transportation
Transportation-related resources are mainly
relegated to gas stations and auto repair
shops in the River Road area. Most of these
appear to be post-World War II vintage.
These resources were located along the
major roadways for ease of access and high
visibility to passing motorists; consequently,
most of these resources are located along
River Road.
Early gas stations often had awnings or
Auto repair (1963) in former gas station at 988 River
canopies extending from the building over
Road.
the gas pumps. Most auto repair shops
include space for an office and a number of
service bays, and many are located in converted service stations.

Commercial
Most of the commercial resources in the
River Road area are post-World War II. Prior
to World War II, most of the commercial
resources in Eugene were concentrated in
the downtown. Commercial resources are
located primarily along River Road, River
Avenue and Division Avenue.
Typical commercial buildings are single-story
with flat roofs and large plate glass windows,
constructed of wood or masonry, and sit
adjacent to parking lots.

TV Service Shop (c.1960) at 1445 River Road.

Residential
The majority of the resources in the River Road area are housing-related. Most are
single-family dwellings, with a limited number of multi-unit dwellings, such as duplexes.
The following is a breakdown of the residential theme into its stylistic sub-themes.
There are many domestic architectural styles recognized by the State Historic
Preservation Office throughout the period from 1858 to 1970; however, not all styles are

June 2006

Eugene’s River Road: Identification

12.7

represented in the River Road area. The following is a discussion of the styles
appearing in the survey area in a rough chronological order.

Vernacular (1880-1910)
“Vernacular structure” defines a building that
is most likely to be constructed at a certain
time in a specific location. It is those
ordinary structures, often owner-built, that
are constructed in a style typical to an area
with materials available locally.
Unfortunately, that strict definition envelops
most buildings that have defined styles. For
example, Queen Anne was a common style,
built of materials available locally; however, it
would not labeled as “vernacular.” Therefore,
Vernacular house (c.1870) at 22 Park Avenue.
the vernacular label has come to be applied
to those simple buildings that do not have
any stylistic elements for classification. Gable-front, side-wing buildings with 1/1
windows are typically referred to as vernacular, as are the side-gabled, one-story, circa
1900 buildings.

Queen Anne (1880-1900)
The Queen Anne style is characterized by asymmetrical massing, wrap-around
porches, and a variety of decorative surfacing materials. Towers are a common feature,
as are a variety of window types and turned decorative elements. The style dates back
to the 1876 U.S. centennial exposition in Philadelphia, where the British sought to
re-create the era of Queen Anne in their pavilion buildings. The style was quite popular
in the Willamette Valley from 1885 through 1905. No Queen Annes were identified in
the River Road area.

Four Square (1900-1915)
Less of a style than a form, the Four Square
is a hip-roofed, two-story house with a
square plan two rooms deep and two rooms
wide. Sometimes called Classic Box, the
Four Square was a common style in Oregon
from around 1900 until 1915. Four Squares
usually have full-width front porches and
dormers. Decorative elements are usually
confined to the rafter tails and the porch.
This is a more common, utilitarian style for a
Four Square (c.1910) at 311 River Avenue.
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farm house than, for example, the Queen Anne style; therefore, there are several
examples in the River Road area.

Colonial Revival (1910-1940)
The Colonial Revival style is actually a series of phases of revival from the 1890s until
the present. The first phase occurred after the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in
Chicago generated interest in America’s past. The expression first came to Oregon as
the application of colonial elements onto Queen Anne forms. Greek Revival elements
used in the late 18th century came back into vogue in the form of columns, dentil
courses, modillions, Palladian windows, and pilasters. Queen Annes became simpler
and more restrained after 1900, as the colonial elements were applied.
Pure Colonial Revival houses started appearing around 1900 in Oregon. The full
complement of classical decorative elements were used and applied to symmetrical
forms. It is symmetrical and detailed with classical elements, but its verticality and
massive front gable show its chronological ties to the Queen Anne.
In the 1920s, Colonial Revivals found their way into catalogs in a Bungalow form.
Naturally symmetrical with minimal classical detailing, they usually were side gabled
with multi-light sashes. Interest in reviving the colonial heritage at Williamsburg kept the
Colonial Revival going through the 1930s. Designers in the late 1930s and 1940s used
the Colonial Revival by either applying its elements to minimal traditional dwellings or
recreating colonial antecedents. The Cape Cod variant was a one- or one-and-a-half
story, side-gabled house, three bays wide with a central entry. It often had multi-light
windows, shutters, and exterior chimneys. The Williamsburg variation is basically a
Cape Cod with gabled dormers. Colonial Revivals are still being built today though with
minimal detailing.
The Dutch Colonial Revival is a variant on the Colonial Revival and follows the same
chronology. Its character-defining feature is a second story concealed in a gambrel
roof. Houses of this style have classical detailing and usually include dormers. Dutch
Colonials just after 1900 in Oregon are generally front gabled with fine detailing. Early
Dutch Colonials usually had gambrel-roofed dormers. Dutch Colonial Revivals from the
1920s through 1940s are primarily side
gabled. They also became much larger and
turned to large shed dormers. The addition
of a sunroom on later colonials appears to
be quite common.

Craftsman (1905-1915)
The term “Craftsman” is derived from the
house designs published by Gustav Stickley
in his Craftsman Magazine from 1901 to
1916. Not only were house plans produced
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by the magazine, but a whole way of life was advocated within its pages. Through
natural materials, hand craftsmanship, good air circulation, sterile bathrooms and
kitchens, and generous living spaces, a family could find health and happiness within a
Craftsman’s walls. The Craftsman is often considered the rich cousin to the Bungalow,
as both developed at the same time. They shared many elements such as a wide
eaves with exposed rafter tails and brackets, and full porches with tapering posts and
solid rails. The Craftsman goes beyond the bungalow by presenting many different
window types, a variety of decorative surfacing, and is generally two stories in height.
The Craftsman period was short-lived and ended by 1915 primarily due to high building
costs. Rarely is a Craftsman seen in Oregon before 1905.

Bungalow (1915-1930)
The Bungalow enjoyed enormous popularity
in Oregon primarily because it arrived at a
time of tremendous growth in the state. The
Bungalow was economically accessible to
many people and its construction materials
were readily available.
A Bungalow is most readily categorized by
its size of 1 to 1-1/2 stories. Like the
Craftsman, the Bungalow is characterized by
a low-pitched roof, wide eaves with exposed
Bungalow (c.1915) at 615 River Avenue.
rafter tails, and eave brackets. A front porch
is critical to the style; however, the Bungalow
integrates the porch into the building, allowing for a smoother transition from the inside
to the outdoors. The porches are wide and are frequently delineated by solid rails with
truncated, tapered columns. Also like the Craftsman, Bungalows are clad in rustic
materials, such as shingles, brick, river rock, and stone. A variety of window types are
present, often making use of leaded glass treatments.

Period Revivals (1925-1935)
In addition to revivals of early American
building types, in the mid-1920s, there was a
resurgence of the English Cottage. These
typically have steep roofs, brick or stucco
and half-timber walls, round-top doorways.
The unique feature of the style was the
shingled imitation of a thatched roof’s rolled
eaves, though the feature is not always
present. Far less lavish was the Norman
Farmhouse, characterized by its steeply
pitched, partial-triangle rooflines. Modeled
after peasant farmhouses erected by the
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Normans of Northern France, these residences were particularly popular in the suburbs
of the late 1920s and early 1930s.
Kit Houses (1910-1940)11
With a booming population came increased interest in the residential housing industry.
In response to a greater need for more housing, many companies began to expand or
aim their business plans towards the residential housing market. With the passage of
the Rural Free Delivery Act in 1896, many people previously isolated in their rural
communities now became new customers for a rapidly expanding mail-order catalog
industry.12 This eventually led to the proliferation of what we now refer to as “mail-order
kit houses” or “catalog houses.”
“Kit houses” were complete houses pre-cut at a factory and then shipped by railroad to
the customer’s town. Pre-cut lumber, windows, tar paper, hardware, even nails and
paint, arrived numbered and labeled ready for assembly. The materials for these
houses were prepared in factories where greater efficiency was possible and then were
sold directly to the customer through mail order catalogs. Many companies claimed it
would save the buyer up to 30% compared with traditional home construction.13
Because of the substantial savings over traditional building, mail-order housing’s
popularity increased dramatically leading to several national kit-house companies and
numerous regional companies. National companies included: Aladdin Homes, Gordon
Van-Tine, Harris Brothers, Lewis Homes, Montgomery Ward (Wardway Homes), Sears
Roebuck, and Sterling Homes. Aladdin Company, located in Bay City, Michigan,
offered the first pre-cut kit house in 1906. Soon thereafter, Sears Roebuck and
Company entered the market to become one of the largest and most well known
providers of kit houses. These companies offered houses in many different styles,
ranging from small bungalows to large mansions which were distributed nationwide.
According to the book, Houses by Mail, “100,000 kit houses were built in the United
States between 1908 and 1940.”
In the Eugene area, this phenomenon
occurred primarily in the 1920s. As large
national companies began to expand, they
eventually located manufacturing plants in
the Pacific Northwest where there was an
abundance of Douglas fir to be milled into
quality kit-house lumber. Gordon-Van Tine
(who also manufactured many homes for
Montgomery Ward) established a
manufacturing facility in Chehalis,
Washington;14 while Aladdin Company
located a facility in Oregon. In addition, a
Kit House (c.1930) at 304 Sunnyside Drive.
regional company called Pacific Homes
located its business in Los Angeles. With several manufacturing plants on the West
Coast, shipping costs became much more affordable for Oregonians who desired mail-
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order houses. In Eugene, the River Road area is of special interest. Southern Pacific
Railroad consolidated its freight division to the Eugene rail yard in 1926, so the River
Road area became a very easy place to receive kit-house shipments due to its close
proximity to the railroad yard. Regional manufacturing plants combined with the
convenient location of the rail yard indicate that mail-order kit houses may be more
common in the River Road area than previously thought.
As evidence of such probabilities, Eugene’s first official kit house has been identified on
Sunnyside Drive in the River Road area. The owners of this inconspicuous c.1930
house discovered their home’s unique mail-order history during a remodeling project.
They found stampings on the beams indicating part numbers used for assembly as well
as a Montgomery Ward logo. Research has revealed that this house was most likely
manufactured in Gordon Van-Tine’s Chehalis, Washington facility, and then sold under
the Montgomery Ward brand name.

Moderne (1930-1940)
The Modernistic styles were introduced to the general public through a 1922 contest to
design the new headquarters for the Chicago Tribune newspaper. The design of the
runner-up, Eliel Saarinen, was widely publicized and quickly became the latest
architectural style. However, the Moderne style did not reach Oregon until the 1930s,
where it was typically used for commercial structures. Characteristics include a
cube-ish shape, a smooth wall surface (usually of stucco), a flat roof, and horizontal
emphasis.

Minimal Traditional (1925-1940)
In response to the Great Depression of the
1930s, houses became less elaborate, but
still favored traditional forms and influences.
Minimal Traditional houses are simplified,
less expensive versions of the eclectic period
revival houses of the 1910s and 1920s. For
example, houses may exhibit Tudor type
roofs with a reduced pitch or feature some
simplified classical or colonial detailing. The
type remained popular in the period
immediately following World War II, when
Minimal Traditional (c.1935) at 394 Park Avenue.
resources were still limited and rapid
construction was necessary. Buildings
generally have one or one-and-a-half stories, with low to medium roof pitches and
minimal eaves. When structures are side gabled they often feature a smaller front
facing gable. Porches are reduced and often limited to a small hood over the front door.
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World War II-Era Cottage (1935-1950)
The World War II-Era Cottage appeared
shortly before the beginning of World War II
and continued until a few years after the
war. The economic depression of the 1930s
led to this simple style of architecture, which
often lacked decorative detailing. World War
II Cottages tended to be relatively small,
one-story structures, with hipped or gable
roofs. The overall shape is square or
rectangular.
WWII-Era Cottage (c.1945) at 360 Park Avenue.
During World War II there was a shortage of
materials and housing. After the war, with
the peacetime economy just beginning to start up, materials were still in short supply
with demand for housing exacerbated by returning GI’s and their new families. As a
response, new houses were built rapidly and with little ornamentation, often in large
subdivisions. These houses were also small, corresponding to the small size of young
families, but designed with future additions in mind. Because of their simplicity and low
cost, the minimal house made the dream of home ownership possible for an
unprecedented number of people.

Ranch (1935-1970)
“The Ranch” originated with California
architects in the mid-1930s and was the
most popular style of architecture from the
1940s through the 1960s. Ranch houses,
which tend to maximize facade width and
have attached garages, appear to “sprawl”
out, especially when placed on large lots.
The ranch style thrived on the increased
dependence on the automobile, as it was no
longer necessary to live in proximity to bus
and streetcar lines, symbolizing urban sprawl
Ranch (c.1955) at 218 Hardy Avenue.
in its very form. This style is dominated by
asymmetrical, one-story plans with
low-pitched roofs and moderate overhangs. It is characterized by large picture windows
in the living area, decorative iron or wooden porch supports, and either wood or brick
wall cladding. Partially enclosed patios or courtyards were influences from early
Spanish Colonial precedents.
Split-Level Ranch structures began to appear in the 1960s through the early 1970s.
These homes were designed by architects as a physical concept of different levels for
different domestic functions, such as sleeping, living and kitchen areas. The lower
levels were reserved for the garage and family room, the central level was reserved for
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the main living and dining areas, and the upper half story was reserved for bedrooms.
Though clearly modern in shape, Split-Levels often have traditional decorative detailing.

Contemporary (1950-1980)
Contemporary refers to architect-designed,
high-style fusions of the International and
Ranch styles. With an influential architecture
program at the University of Oregon, this
house style is found throughout Eugene,
often in very simple houses. Contemporary
houses may have flat or low pitched gabled
roofs. Flat roofs reflect the influence of the
International Style. Exposed structural
members, such as beams or posts, support
wide roof overhangs. Many of these
Contemporary (c.1960) at 477 Park Avenue.
one-story dwellings employ a variety of
exterior surfacing materials, such as wood,
brick, and stone, which are often used in conjunction with each other. Contrasting wall
textures and materials are often joined by windows of unusual shape and placement.
As with most modern styles, no traditional detailing is used to frame windows or
otherwise embellish the exterior.

Governmental
Very few government buildings have been built in the River Road area. The schools,
the water treatment plant and the River Road Post Office were the only government
resources observed in the area.

Educational
A large number of public schools were built
in Eugene following World War II. The River
Road area had five of its schools built after
World War II. The buildings were singlestory masonry construction, with wings
extending from a central core of offices,
cafeterias, auditoriums and/or gymnasiums.
As dictated by modern practice, windows
dominated a single wall to provide natural
light and ventilation. Most of the new
development occurred to the north,
northwest, and south, which were the areas
of town experiencing the greatest growth. In
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the 1960s, schools and park grounds were combined, to avoid a duplication of land and
playground equipment.

Religion
At the end of World War II, most churches were located near the downtown core.
These houses of worship were rectangular buildings, with a gable roof and stained glass
windows along each side. Main entrances, which were often marked with a bell tower
or steeple, were typically opposite the altar, which sometimes included a multi-sided
apse. Decorative ornamentation was
typically Gothic-influenced and
articulated in the shape of the doors
and/or windows.
By the late 1940s, most new church
construction was taking place outside
of the traditional core. This was due
both to the lack of suitable land and
the increasing concentration of
worshippers living outside of
downtown. In the 1950s, houses of
worship were increasingly being
designed by architects and taking on
a modern look that both minimized
ornamentation and altered the strict
rectangular floor plan.

Trinity United Methodist Church (1949) at 440 Maxwell Road.

Recreation
As commercial development spread beyond the
traditional core, recreational pursuits were no
longer considered the best use of valuable
land. Therefore, recreational facilities were
built and/or relocated beyond the core where
sufficient tracts of relatively inexpensive land
were still available. A large number and variety
of resources related to recreation were
constructed during this period in Eugene.
A few recreational resources were built in the
Firs Bowl (c.1950) at 1950 River Road.
River Road area. Emerald Park became River
Road’s first park in 1954. Originally offering
only playground equipment and a picnic area, in 1961, a community center and indoor
swimming pool were added. The Firs Theater opened around 1950 and was located in a

June 2006

Eugene’s River Road: Identification

12.15

building reminiscent of a war-time Quonset hut. In the late 1950s, the theater was
converted to a bowling alley and renamed as the Firs Bowl. Fairfield Lanes and Empire
Bowl were two other bowling venues located along Highway 99.
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